Congress of the nited States
Washington, DE 20515
July 12, 2024

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As members of the Texas congressional delegation, we write with an urgent plea to expedite
approval of Texas’ request for Individual Assistance (IA) under the FEMA program.
Specifically, our goal is to amplify the formal application provided to your Administration by
acting Governor Patrick yesterday and underscore the speed by which it is needed. Many
residents in and around the Houston area have been without power for several days with heat
indexes exceeding 100 degrees daily. They urgently need the resources FEMA can provide.

We would be remiss not to express our appreciation for your major disaster declaration earlier
this week (Tuesday, July 9, 2024) approving federal assistance in the form of Hazard Mitigation
Assistance (HMA) programs (targeted toward the mitigation of firture disasters) and for Public
Assistance (PA) to state and local governments. In our experience, these programs have been
tremendously beneficial for the recovery of our communities in the aftermath of major disasters,
such as the recent storm, Hurricane Beryl.

More immediately, though, the vast majority of our constituents require Individual Assistance
(TA), as they are much more vulnerable—on an individual basis—in their respective homes,
while their communities focus on the recovery and rehabilitation of their municipalities at large.

- As stated in acting Governor Patrick’s letter (copy attached), Texans experienced damage from
“storm surge, flooding, tropical storm force winds, and tornadoes followed by continued extreme
heat and power outages, with over two million power outages at the peak.” [emphasis added]
Given the ongoing nature of the post-disaster recovery—particularly as residents attempt to deal
with extreme heat while widespread power outages preclude the use of air-conditioning—we
write to underscore the urgency of Texas’ request.

Respectfully, we request the same speed of response that your Administration provided in the
immediate aftermath of Hurricane Beryl’s landfall on Monday, July 8.

Sincerely,

RANDY K. WEBER
United States Representative
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