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Re: Renaming of The Russell Senate Office Building

Dear Senator,

I write you regarding an issue of profound significance to the ethos of our democracy and
our collective conscience as a nation. The symbols we choose to exalt within the corridors of power
should reflect our shared commitment to justice, equity, and our enduring values venerated in our
Constitution. It is our duty to ensure that the remnants of past evils are not celebrated, lest they
overshadow our progress as a nation. A great exemplar of this occurred when the Senate took a
noble and honorable stand and participated in the renaming of military bases that were named in
honor of Confederate soldiers.

With this in mind and heart, [ urge you to reconsider the name of the Russell Senate Office
Building and consider reverting temporarily to its original designation, the Old Senate Office
Building, until a suitable permanent name can be agreed to. This appeal does not stem from a
desire to erase history, but rather from the conviction that Senator Richard Russell's legacy, marked
by his ignoble, incessant, often insidious, opposition to racial equality contradicts the ideals we
aspire to uphold.

Throughout his career, Senator Russell engaged in constant lobbying on behalf of
opponents to Civil Rights. Among these efforts, he notably co-authored the “Southern Manifesto”
in 1956, opposing the desegregation mandated by the historic Brown v. Board of Education
ruling. He was a staunch opponent of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, describing it as “shortsighted
and disastrous.” With a deep understanding of Senate rules, he wielded procedures like the
filibuster as a weapon and prevented the passage of legislation that sought to make lynching a
federal offense. He thwarted abolition of the poll tax, and curtailed employment protections
for African-Americans.

Perhaps most telling of his beliefs, during a lengthy filibuster against anti-lynching
legislation, Senator Russell professed a willingness to uphold “white supremacy in the social,
economic, and political life of our state.” His public assertions, including ones that declared
America “a white man’s country” and his outspoken opposition to “political and social equality
with the Negro,” further underscored his divisive ideology.



Given that only the Senate has the power to remove this shameful name from its building,
I ask that you initiate the removal process. Senator Russell’s name has been on this building since
1972. It has long past time to remove this insult to people of goodwill from a building paid for and
maintained with public funds. The notion that the Senate cannot agree on a new permanent name
does not prevent the Senate from reverting to the previous name, which was “The Old Senate
Office Building,” until a new permanent name is approved.

Finally, and respectfully, I submit that venerating Senator Russell by naming a building in
his honor perpetuates an endorsement of views that are antithetical to our nation's principles. By
removing the name “Russell” from the building, the Senate will advance our noble quest for a
more perfect Union. What the Senate did by renaming military bases bearing the names of
Confederate soldiers, it can (in the name of honor and decency) do for its own shameful Russell
Senate Office Building.

I thank you for your attention to this pressing matter and kindly request that you would
respond in writing to my request.

Sincerely,

L

Al Green
Member of Congress

Scion of the Enslaved Africans —
Sacrificed to Make America Great

Progenitor of August and August 20th
as Slavery Remembrance Month and Day

CC:
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434 Members of Congress
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ABC News Live

ABC News Radio

ABC/Good Morning America

ABC/This Week with George Stephanopoulos
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Afram News
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Ali Forney Center
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American Association for Access, Equity and Diversity
American Association for Justice
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Amnesty International USA
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Arab American Institute Foundation

Arab Community Center for Economic and Social Services (ACCESS)
Ariel Investments, LLC

ASALH

Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Forum

Asian American Advocacy Fund

Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund

Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC
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Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance

Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance, AFL-CIO

Associated Press

Associated Press Broadcast News
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Audre Lord Project (ALP)

Autistic Self Advocacy Network
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BGov

Bisexual Resource Center

Black Aids Institute

Black Information Network

Black Lives Matter

Black Lives Matter of Houston

Black Tie Dinner

Black Voters Matter

Bloomberg

Bloomberg News

Bloomberg TV/Radio

Boilermakers, Iron Ship Builders, Blacksmiths, Forgers And Helpers, International
Brotherhood Of (IBB)

Boston Globe

Breitbart

Brennan Center for Justice at New York University School of Law
Bricklayers And Allied Craftworkers, International Union Of (BAC)
Buzzfeed News

California School Employees Association (CSEA)

Campus Pride



Carpenters and Joiners of America, United Brotherhood of (UBC
CBS Mornings

CBS News

CBS News Streaming Network

CBS/Face The Nation with Margaret Brennan
Center for Black Equity

Center for Constitutional Rights

Center for Gender and Refugee Studies
Center for Law and Social Policy

Center for Popular Democracy

Center for Public Representation (CPR)
Center for Reproductive Rights

Center for Responsible Lending
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CNN/NewsNight
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CNN/This Morning
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Code for America
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Common Cause
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Community Impact Newspaper
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Conservation International
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Courthouse News

Cox Media

CQ Roll Call
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Crooked Media

Crooked Media/Pod Save America

C-SPAN

C-SPAN/C-SPAN 2/C-SPAN 3

CUOMO

CW 39

Daily Beast

Daily Kos

Dallas Morning News



Dan Abrams Live

DC Vote

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Démos

Detention Watch Network

Detention Watch Network (DWN)
Disability Rights Advocates

Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund
Drug Policy Alliance

E&E News

Education Law Center

El/La Para TransLatinas

Electrical Workers, International Brotherhood Of (IBEW)
End Citizens United Action Fund

Equal Justice Initiative

Equal Justice Society

Equal Justice USA

Equality Federation

Equality Texas

ERA Coalition

Fair Elections Center (The Center)
FairVote

Family Equality

Federal Asian Pacific American Council
Feminist Majority

Financial Times

Fire Fighters, International Association Of (IAFF)
Food And Commercial Workers International Union, United (UFCW)
Foreign Affairs

FORGE

Fort Bend Herald

Fortbend Star

FOX 26

Fox Business/Cavuto: Coast To Coast
Fox Business/Director, News Desk

Fox Business/Senior Field Producer
Fox Nation Booking

Fox News

FOX News Channel

Fox News Digital

FOX News Radio

FoxNews Director of Booking
FoxNews Senior VP, Booking
FoxNews VP of Weekend Booking
FoxNews/America Reports
FoxNews/America's Newroom



FoxNews/Cavuto Live

FoxNews/Fox & Friends

FoxNews/Fox & Friends First

FoxNews/Fox News @ Night

FoxNews/Fox News Live

FoxNews/Fox News Saturday Night

FoxNews/Fox News Sunday with Shannon Bream
FoxNews/Fox Report Weekend w/Jon Scott
FoxNews/Gutfeld!

FoxNews/Hannity

FoxNews/Jesse Watters Primetime
FoxNews/Lawrence Jones Cross Country
FoxNews/Life, Liberty & Levin

FoxNews/Media Buzz

FoxNews/One Nation with Brian Kilmeade
FoxNews/Outnumbered

FoxNews/Special Report with Bret Baier
FoxNews/Sunday Morning Futures w/Maria Bartiromo
FoxNews/Sunday Night in America with Trey Gowdy
FoxNews/The Big Weekend Show

FoxNews/The Faulkner Focus with Harris Faulkner
FoxNews/The Five

FoxNews/The Ingraham Angle

FoxNews/The Journal Editorial Report

FoxNews/The Story

FoxNews/Your World with Neil Cavuto

Freedom From Religion Foundation

Friends Committee on National Legislation

Gender Justice League

Girls Inc.

GLAAD - Gay And Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation
GLBT Caucus

GLBTQ Legal Advocates and Defenders

GLBTQ Legal Advocates and Defenders (GLAD)
GLMA - Health Professionals Advancing LGBTQ+ Equality
GLSEN

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian, & Straight Education Network
Government Employees, American Federation Of (AFGE)
Gray DC

Gray TV

Gray TV (DC contact varies by media market)

Grid News

GSA Network

Guardian

Hadassah (The Women’s Zionist Organization of America)
Hearst



Heat And Frost Insulators And Allied Workers, International Association Of
(AWIU)

Hetrick-Martin Institute

Hindu American Foundation

Hip Hop Caucus

Hispanic Federation

Houston Business Journal

Houston Chronicle

Houston Chronicle Editors

Houston Defender

Houston Forward Times

Houston Partnership

Houston Public Media

Houston Style Magazine

Houston Sun

Houstonia Magazine

Huffington Post

Human Rights Campaign

Human Rights First

Human Rights Watch

Immigrant Defense Project

Immigration Equality

Impact Fund

In Our Own Voice: National Black Women’s Reproductive Justice Agenda
Indian American Impact

Indiana Associated Press Managing Editors

Industry Dive

Inframation News

Inside Edition

Inside Texas Politics/News

Insider

Institute for Intellectual Property and Social Justice

InterACT

Intercultural Development Research Association (IDRA)

Interfaith Alliance

International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers
International Association of Official Human Rights Agencies

International Brotherhood of Teamsters

International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA)
International Rescue Committee

International Union of Elevator Constructors

International Union, United Automobile, Aerospace and Agricultural Implement
Workers of America

Iota Phi Lambda Sorority, Inc.

Iron Workers, International Association Of Bridge, Structural, Ornamental And
Reinforcing



It Gets Better Project

Japanese American Citizens League

Jewish Herald Voice

Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies
Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law
Justice for Migrant Women

Justice in Aging

JustLeadershipUSA

Juvenile Law Center

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

KCNC-TV

Keshet - For LGBTQ Equality in Jewish Life

KHOU

KHOU 11

KNSD-TV

KNTV-TV

KPRC 2

LA Times

Labor Council for Latin American Advancement
Laborers International Union Of North America (LiUNA)
Laborers’ International Union of North America
Lambda Legal

Lambda Literary

LatinoJustice PRLDEF

Lavender Rights Project

Law 360

Lawyers for Good Government (L4GG)

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Leader News

League of United Latin American Citizens

League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC)
League of Women Voters of The United States
Learning Policy Institute

Legal Aid at Work

Letter Carriers, National Association Of (NALC)
LGBT Chamber of Commerce

LGBT National Help Center

LGBTQ Freedom Fund

LGBTQ Victory Fund

Longshore and Warehouse Union, International (ILWU)
Longshoremen's Association, International (ILA)
Los Angeles Times

LPAC

LULAC

MacArthur Justice Center

Machinists And Aerospace Workers, International Association Of (IAMAW)



MALDEF

Marine Engineers Beneficial Assoc. (MEBA)
Masters, Mates & Pilots, The International Organization Of (MM&P)
Matthew Shepard Foundation

Mayor of Houston

Mayor of D.C.

McClatchy

Medialustice

Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund
Michael Best

Microsoft Corporation

Military Times

Mine Workers Of America, United (UMWA)
Mirror

Modern Military Association of America

Morning Consult

Movement Advancement Project (MAP)
Movement Advancment Project

Movement Advancment Project (MAP)

MSNBC

MSNBC Booking

MSNBC Director of Booking

MSNBC VP of Editorial & Booking

MSNBC/ The Weekend

MSNBC/ Velshi

MSNBC/11th Hour with Stephanie Ruhle
MSNBC/Alex Wagner Tonight

MSNBC/Alex Witt Reports

MSNBC/AII In with Chris Hayes

MSNBC/Ana Cabrera Reports

MSNBC/Andrea Mitchell Reports
MSNBC/Ayman

MSNBC/Chris Jansing Reports

MSNBC/Deadline White House with Nicole Wallace
MSNBC/Inside with Jen Psaki

MSNBC/Jose Diaz-Balart Reports

MSNBC/Katy Tur Reports

MSNBC/Morning Joe

MSNBC/PoliticsNation with Al Sharpton
MSNBC/The Beat with Ari Melber

MSNBC/The Katie Phang Show

MSNBC/The Last Word with Lawrence O'Donnell
MSNBC/The Rachel Maddow Show

MSNBC/The ReidOut w Joy Reid

MSNBC/The Saturday/Sunday Show with Jonathan Capehart
MSNBC/Way Too Early with Jonathan Lemire



Musicians Of The U.S. And Canada, American Federation Of (AFM)
Muslim Advocates

Muslim Public Affairs Council

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc.

NALEO Educational Fund

National Air Traffic Controllers Association (NATCA)
National Alliance for Partnerships in Equity

National Alliance to End Homelessness

National Asian Pacific American Women's Forum

National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities
National Association of Human Rights Workers

National Association of Neighborhoods

National Association of Social Workers

National Bar Association

National Black Caucus of State Legislators

National Black Coalition

National Black Justice Coalition (NBJC)

National Black Justice Collective

National Center for Law and Economic Justice

National Center for Learning Disabilities

National Center for Lesbian Rights

National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR)

National Center for Parent Leadership, Advocacy, & Community Empowerment
(National Place)

National Center for Transgender Equality

National Center for Transgender Equality

National Center for Youth Law

National Coalition for Asian Pacific American Community Development
National Coalition for the Homeless

National Coalition on Black Civic Participation

National College Attainment Network

National Congress of American Indians

National Consumer Law Center

National Council of Asian Pacific Americans

National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.

National Council of Negro Women

National Council on Independent Living

National Disability Institute (NDI)

National Disability Rights Network

National Down Syndrome Congress

National Education Association

National Education Association (NEA)

National Employment Law Project

National Employment Lawyers Association



National Fair Housing Alliance

National Farmers Union

National Gay Pilots Association

National Health Law Program

National Hispanic Media Coalition

National Housing Law Project

National Immigration Law Center

National Immigration Project

National Indian Education Association

National Journal

National Korean American Service and Education Consortium
National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health
National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty
National Legal Aid & Defender Association

National LGBT Cancer Network

National LGBT Chamber Of Commerce

National LGBT Chamber of Commerce (NLGCC)
National LGBTQ Task Force

National LGBTQ+ Bar Association and Foundation
National Low Income Housing Coalition

National Nurses United (NNU)

National Organization for Women

National Organization of Gay and Lesbian Scientists and Technical Professionals
(NOGLSTP)

National Panhellenic Council

National Partnership for Women & Families

National Queer & Trans Therapists of Color Network
National Queer & Trans Therapists of Color Network (NQTTCN)
National Queer Asian Pacific Islander Alliance
National Queer Asian Pasific Islander Alliance (NQAPIA)
National Trans Bar Association

National Urban League

National Women’s Law Center

Native American Rights Fund

Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC)

NBC

NBC News

NBC News Channel

NBC News Digital

NBC News Now/Coordinating Booking Producer

NBC News Now/Hallie Jackson NOW

NBC News Now/Meet The Press NOW

NBC News Now/Stay Tuned NOW with Gadi Schwartz
NBC News Now/Top Story with Tom Llamas

NBC News/Today Show

NBC/Meet the Press with Kristen Welker



NBC/Telemundo DC Bureau

NCAAP

NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice
Network/Publication

New Jersey Institute for Social Justice

New Leaders

New Mountain Capital, LLC

New York

New York Times

NewsMax

NewsNation

NewsNation Live with Marni Hughes

Newsweek

Newsy

Nexstar

NFL Players Association (NFLPA)

NLGJA

NLGJA: The Association of LGBTQ+ Journalists

NOGLSTP

Now This

NPR

NPR All Things Considered

NPR Morning Edition

NPR/Executive Producer of Booking and Specials

NTV America

Nu Boule

OCA (formerly known as Organization of Chinese Americans)
Office of Communication of the United Church of Christ, Inc.
Office Of Professional Employees International Union (OPEIU)
Office of Representative Nick Langworthy

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

On Balance with Leland Vittert

On Scene TV Stringer Camera

One America

Open Society Policy Center

Operating Engineers, International Union Of (IUOE)
Operative Plasterers” And Cement Masons’, International Association Of The U.S.
And Canada (OPCMIA)

Out & Equal

Out and Equal

OutRight Action International

OXFAM America

Painters & Allied Trades Of The U.S. And Canada, International Union Of
(IUPAT)

Paralyzed Veterans of America

Paramount Global



Parents as Teachers National Center

Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) National
PBS Newshour

PBS Washington Week with the Atlantic

People For the American Way

People's action

PFLAG National

PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays)
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.

Planned Parenthood Federation of America, Inc.
Plumbers and Pipefitters, United Association of (UA)
Point Foundation

Point of Pride

Police Associations, International Union Of (IUPA)
PolicyLink

Politico

POLITICO Europe

POLITICO Magazine

Postal Mail Handlers Union, National (NPMHU)
Postal Workers Union, American (APWU)

POTUS on Sirius XM / Julie Mason

POTUS on Sirius XM / Laura Coates Show

POTUS on Sirius XM / Michael Smerconish Program
POTUS on Sirius XM / The Briefing with Steve Scully
POTUS on Sirius XM / The Dan Abrams Show
POTUS on Sirius XM Associate Producer

POTUS on Sirius XM Executive Producer

Poverty & Race Research Action Council

Pride At Work

Pride Foundation

Pride Houston

Prince Hall Masons

Prison Policy Initiative

Pro Publica

Professional And Technical Engineers, International Federation Of (IFPTE)
Professional Aviation Safety Specialists (PASS)
Professional Flight Attendants, Association Of (APFA)
Project on Government Oversight

Prosperity Now

Public Advocates Inc.

Public Citizen

Public Justice

Puck News

Punchbowl News

Race Forward



Railroad Signalmen, Brotherhood Of (BRS)

Rainbow Railroad

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism
Reproductive Freedom for All

Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union

Reuters

Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights

Roll Call

Rural Letter Carriers Association, National Represents 133,000 postal service letter
carriers working in rural areas

SAGE/Advocacy & Services for LGBT Elders

Sam & Devorah Foundation for Transgender Youth
Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law
School Administrators, American Federation Of (AFSA)
Screen Actors Guild (SAGAFTRA)

Scripps

Scripps News

Seafarers International Union Of North America (SIU)
SEARAC

Secular Coalition for America

Semafor

Senior Producer

Sentencing Project

Service Employees International Union

Service Employees International Union (SEIU)
Services & Advocacy for GLBT Elders (SAGE)

Sheet Metal, Air, Rail And Transportation Workers, International Association Of
(SMART)

Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.

Sikh American Legal Defense and Education Fund
Sikh Coalition

Sinclair

Sinclair Broadcast Group

Sinclair Television Group, Inc.

SiriuxXM Progress / Mornings With Zerlina

SiriuxXM Progress / State of the States

SiriuxXM Progress / Tell Me Everything with John Fugelsang
SiriuxXM Progress / The Dean Obeidallah Show
SiriuxXM Progress / The Michelangelo Signorile Show
SiriuxXM Progress / The Stephanie Miller Show
SiriuxXM Progress / The Thom Hartmann Program
SiriuxXM Progress Director of Programming

SMYAL

Sojourners

South Asian Americans Leading Together

South Asian Public Health Association



Southeast Asia Resource Action Center
Southern Christian Leadership Conference
Southern Poverty Law Center

Spectrum (contact varies by state)
Spectrum News

Stand Up America

StartOut

State Newsroom

States News Services

States Newsroom

Allied Industrial And Service Workers International Union, United (USW)
Stop AAPI Hate

Sylvia Rivera Law Project

T’ruah

Talking Points Memo

Tampa Bay Times

Targeted News Service

Tax Analysts

Teach for America

Teachers, American Federation Of (AFT)
Teamsters, International Brotherhood of
Telemundo

Telemundo 47

Texas Monthly

Texas Pride Impact Funds

Texas Tribune

TF1 French Television

The 19th

The Advocates for Human Rights

The Andrew Goodman Foundation

The Arc

The Association of Junior Leagues International Inc.
The Association of University Centers on Disabilities
The Atlantic

The Attic Youth Center

The Bulwark

The Center for Learner Equity

The Daily

The Daily Beast

The Daily Mail

The DC Center for the LGBT Community
The Diana Foundation

The Education Trust

The Global Trans Equity Project

The Grio

The Guardian



The Hill

The Hoover Institution

The Institute for College Access and Success (TICAS)
The Leadership Conference Education Fund
The Legal Defense Fund

The Lesbain, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Community Center (The Center)
The Los Angelese LGBT Center

The Marsha P. Johnson Institute

The Montrose Center

The National Black Child Development Institute
The National PTA

The New Republic

The New York Times

The New York Times Company

The Okra Project

The Record

The Sierra Club

The Texan

The Texas Newsroom

The Texas Signal

The Texas Standard

The Texas Tribune

The Times of London

The Trevor Project

The Voter Participation Center

The Wall Street Journal

The Washington Post

The Well News

The Workers Circle

Thompson Reuters Foundation

Thomson Reuters

Thomson Reuters Special Services, LLC
TIME

Time Magazine

Time Out New York

Times Union

Tobacco Free Kids Action Fund (TFKAF)
Townhall Magazine

Train Dispatchers Association, American, Rail crafts: Dispatchers
Trans Lifeline

Transcending Adolescence

Trans-E-Motion

TransFamily Support Services

Transgender Education Network of Texas
Transgender Foundation of America
Transgender Law Center



Transit Union, Amalgamated (ATU)

TransLatin@ Coalition

Transport Workers Union Of America (TWU)
Transportation Learning Center

True Colors United

UnidosUS (formerly National Council of La Raza)

UNITE HERE

United Church of Christ, Washington DC Office (Formerly known as Justice &
Witness Ministries of the United Church of Christ)

United Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO

United Food and Commercial Workers International Union
United Methodist Church-General Board of Church & Society
United Mine Workers of America, AFL-CIO

United States Department of Defense

United States District Court for the Southern District of New York
United States District Court for the Western District of New York
United States House of Representatives

United Steelworkers of America

Univision

Univision 45

Univision/Al Punto

Univision/Capitol Hill

Urban View on Sirius XM / Al Sharpton

Urban View on Sirius XM / Joe Madison The Black Eagle
Urban View on Sirius XM / The Clay Cane Show

Urban View on Sirius XM / The Karen Hunter Show
Urban View on Sirius XM / The Lurie Daniel Favors Show
Urban View on Sirius XM Director of Programming

US Fed News

USA Today

Utility Workers Union Of America (UWUA)

Vanity Fair

Voices for Progress

Voices of America

VoteRiders

Voto Latino

Vox

Vox Media

Wait Wait... Don't Tell Me!

Wall Street Journal

Washington Examiner

Washington Post

Washington Times

WBTS-TV

WBZ-TV

Weekend Edition



Western States Center
Westwood One

White House
Whitman-Walker Institute
WMAQ-TV

WNBC-TV

WNET-TV
WNYC-AM/FM

Working For America Institute
WSCV-TV

WSJ

WTOP-FM

YWCA USA



